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Challenge Leaders 

As of Monday, October 17, the following 
schools in each category are leading the 
2016-17 Flu Vaccination Challenge. 

Small (10,000 or less students):  
Hope College 
 
 
Medium (10,001 to 25,000 students):  
Wayne State University 
 

Large (25,001 or more students): 
 Michigan State University 
 

We will post leaders for each category on a 
weekly basis on the Flu Challenge webpage, 
and in our weekly update email. We will not 
include specific information on flu 
vaccination coverage levels or doses 
administered by school in MCIR. 

Enrolled Schools 
We now have 15 schools officially enrolled in 
the challenge! Schools that have stepped up 
to the Challenge include: 
 
Calvin College 
Eastern Michigan University 
Ferris State University 

Grand Valley State University 
Hope College 
Lake Superior State University 
Michigan State University 
Northern Michigan University 
Oakland University 
Rochester College 
Southwestern Michigan College 
St. Clair County Community College 
University of Michigan 
Wayne State University 
Western Michigan University 
 

September Webinar Slides 
Thanks to all who were able to participate in 
the September kick off webinar! Slides are 
available on the Flu Challenge webpage. 
 

November 16 Webinar 
Save-the-date for the next scheduled bi-
monthly webinar on Wednesday, November 
16, 2016 at 12:00 p.m. EST. Topics to be 
discussed include: Flu Challenge progress 
update, flu surveillance update, new and 
updated vaccine information for young 
adults, and  personal stories of families with 
young adult children who were negatively 
impacted by vaccine-preventable diseases. 
http://breeze.MDHHS.train.org/immunize/  
Dial-in: 1-877-336-1828 
Passcode: 2499503  
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http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71550_2955_22779-332647--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71550_2955_22779-332647--,00.html
http://breeze.mdch.train.org/immunize/
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Campaign rules and regulations were 
distributed in late August in an effort to be 
fair and consistent across schools. While we 
are in no way going to serve as the 
“challenge police” we do want to be clear and 
transparent about the rules associated with 
the challenge, and the overall goals of the 
challenge.  
 

Who is the target audience for 
this challenge? 
The intended target audience for the 2016-17 
College/University Flu Vaccination Challenge 
are college-aged young adults. Last year we 
analyzed the data collected from Survey 
Monkey and found that there were quite a 
few individuals who took the survey who 
were 50, 60, and even 70 years old. Of 
course, flu vaccination is important for all age 
groups, however, the purpose of this 
challenge is to increase vaccination rates 
among college-aged young adults. 
 

Can faculty and staff take the 
survey? 
 No. Faculty and staff cannot take the survey 
poll that is intended for students. While 
MDHHS recognizes the importance of flu 
vaccination for all ages (everyone 6 months 
of age and older, every year!), the challenge 
is focused on college-aged young adults. If 
you would like to conduct a separate 
challenge on your campus for faculty and 
staff, that is a great idea, but it must be kept 
separate from this challenge. 

 

  

 
 
 
 
MDHHS has developed sample social media 
messages, located in the challenge toolkit, 
for your school to use to help promote the 
Challenge, and raise awareness about the 
importance of the flu vaccine. All messages 
can be customized to meet your institutions’ 
needs. Don’t forget to use the official Flu 
Challenge hashtags and accounts below, as 
this will help in our tracking purposes to see 
the reach of our messages. 

 #MIFluChallenge 
 #MIFluSelfie 

Can our health center take the 
self-reported vaccination poll 
for students?  

No. College health centers are NOT 
permitted to enter data into the survey for 
students. Students must take the survey 
themselves. Beyond increasing coverage 
levels, the goals of this challenge are to raise 
awareness of the importance of flu 
vaccination among young adults and get 
students talking about the flu. 

Are we required to enter data 
into MCIR? 
According to the challenge rules, all enrolled 
schools are required to enter all flu vaccine 
doses administered by the health center into 
MCIR. While we would still like to keep this 
rule intact, we are willing to work with those 
of you who are unable to get all data into 
MCIR this season. 

You will not be eliminated from the 
challenge if you do not enter doses into 
MCIR, although this is an immunization best 
practice. Data obtained from MCIR will be 
used to determine additional award winners. 
If your school doesn’t enter data into MCIR, 
you will not be eligible for the additional 
awards but you can still win the overall 
challenge for your size category based on the 
self-reported survey data. 

Remember, state law requires health care 
providers to enter immunizations (including 
flu) administered to every child born after 
December 31, 1993 and less than 20 years of 
age into MCIR.  

 

 

 
 
Andrea Becker, Immunization Nurse Educator, 
receiving her flu shot with her two kids and 
husband! #MIFluSelfie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
How are overall winners 
determined? 
The institutions (small, medium, and large) 
with the highest percentage of flu 
vaccination coverage (number of students 
who took the survey divided by the 
undergraduate student population) will win 
the challenge. Three awards will be given 
out. 

 
For additional clarification, 
please download the Rules and 
Regulations document. 

 Go to: www.michigan.gov/flu  
 Click on “College and University Flu 

Vaccination Challenge” 
 See “Campaign Materials” section 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Social Media  

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/MDCH_Flu_College_University_Toolkit_Final_438084_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/flu
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,4612,7-132-2940_2955_22779-332647--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,4612,7-132-2940_2955_22779-332647--,00.html
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By now you should have received printed 
versions of the official Flu Challenge 
Campaign Poster with participating schools’ 
logos and a link to the self-reported survey. 
The most up-to-date version of this poster 
can be found on the Flu Challenge webpage.  

Additional electronic resources are also 
available for you to print and download, with 
limited quantities available in pre-printed 
formats. Materials that are available include: 

-Two vaccine-preventable disease story 
posters – including Niko’s story and Ashley’s 
story 

-Flu and You Infographic Poster, targeting 
college-aged young adults 

Be sure to post these materials in your health 
center and around campus at health 
professions schools, residence halls, 
cafeterias, and other buildings where 
students congregate.  

 

 
 
Interested in Printed Materials? 
 
To reiterate, we have a small stockpile of 
materials at MDHHS so if you need more 
posters or flyers for your health center or 
other groups on campus. I have many of the 
Flu and You Infographics that I am happy to 
share if you have a need for them at your 
school. Please contact Jalyn and I will send 
some your way.  
 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

RESOURCES 

2016-17 Flu Challenge Webpage 

College/University Flu Vaccination Toolkit 

 Flu Infographic for Young Adults 

Flu Monthly Posters in English and 
Spanish 

Vaccine-Preventable Disease – Personal 
Stories (scroll to bottom of page) 

 

Printed & Electronic Campaign Materials  

http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-315201--,00.html
http://www.aimtoolkit.org/docs/Niko_Story_VPD_Flyer.pdf
http://www.aimtoolkit.org/docs/Ashley_Story_VPD_Flyer.pdf
http://www.aimtoolkit.org/docs/Ashley_Story_VPD_Flyer.pdf
http://www.aimtoolkit.org/docs/adults-college.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,4612,7-132-2940_2955_22779-332647--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/MDCH_Flu_College_University_Toolkit_Final_438084_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/MDCH_Flu_College_University_Toolkit_Final_438084_7.pdf
http://www.aimtoolkit.org/docs/adults-college.pdf
http://www.aimtoolkit.org/health-care/general-public.php
http://www.aimtoolkit.org/health-care/general-public.php
http://www.aimtoolkit.org/health-care/general-public.php
http://www.aimtoolkit.org/health-care/general-public.php
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Don’t forget to utilize the “Mom Knows Best” PSA that was developed during the first annual 
Flu Challenge. We encourage all of you to post the PSA on your social media sites and to 
distribute to students in whatever way that you can. 

 

 
 

 

 

Update from Alana’s 
Foundation 

Alana’s Foundation (AF) is very proud to partner 
with MDHHS for the 3rd consecutive year on the 
2016-17 College/University Flu Vaccination 
Challenge. In addition to offering grants to 
participating schools to fund flu vaccinations for 
underinsured/uninsured students, we are also 
available to :  

 Strategize on ways to make this campaign a 
success at your school and offer lessons 
learned from previous experiences 

 Travel to health fairs and other on-campus 
events, as schedules permit. It is often helpful 
to have a representative attend a vaccination 
event to tell the story first hand why it is 
important to get an annual flu shot. 

Send an email with any questions or requests to: 
info@alanasfoundation.org.  

 

Vaccine Assistance Grants Still 
Available 

All participating Challenge schools are eligible to 
submit a Vaccine Assistance Grant from Alana’s 
Foundation. Requests for assistance are 
reviewed and usually processed within 24-48 
hours of receipt.  To date, six schools have 
applied for and received funding.  

Remember, flu vaccine purchased with grant 
funds must be used for uninsured/underinsured 
students at no cost and no administration fee 
can be assessed. All press, promotions, and 
signage must acknowledge and recognize that 
vaccines were purchased with a grant provided 
from Alana’s Foundation.    

To apply for this grant opportunity, visit the 
grant request page or contact 
info@alanasfoundation.org. (NOTE: Be sure to 
complete the College/University application).  

Other AF Updates 

About Alana’s Foundation - Video 

Alana’s Foundation In the News 

 

Mom Knows Best PSA  

The traveling Alana’s Foundation Memorial trophies could be yours this year! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Itb4RfTrmIc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Itb4RfTrmIc
mailto:info@alanasfoundation.org
http://www.alanasfoundation.org/#!flu-vaccine-requests/c1p
mailto:info@alanasfoundation.org
http://www.alanasfoundation.org/#!about_us/csgz
http://www.alanasfoundation.org/#!news/cjc6

